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Executive Director’s Message... 45,230!
Dear Friends of Pets;

45,230. That’s the number of animals 
that have passed through the doors 
of the Chautauqua County Humane 
Society’s Strunk Road Adoption Center 
since it opened in 1998.  While the 
building was designed to care for a large 
number of animals, providing care to 
that many pets has and will continue to 
significantly impact the level of attention 
and care necessary to maintain the 
facility.

As an example of how the cost of 
maintaining the building can fiscally 
impact the organization (over the last 12 
months), CCHS has replaced the original 
200 gallon water heating system with an 
on demand system at a cost of $7,300.  
Additional necessary improvements 
were made to the sizeable septic 
system that serves the facility at a cost 
of $4,000 and thanks to the generosity 
of an anonymous donor, we were able 
to install a commercial grade washer 
and dryer that can now easily handle 
the extreme amount of laundry that is 
generated each and every day at a cost 
of $14,500.

Another significant improvement 
that occurred was the purchase and 

installation of a generator that when 
needed, can produce the power 
necessary to provide the animal care 
areas with heat, electricity and keep the 
well pumping water during an outage of 
any length.  The funds used to purchase 
the natural gas generator came from a 
bequest of a supporter who passed away 
a year earlier.  While some may think a 
generator that costs $40,000 is a luxury, 
just imagine how sheltering, feeding, 
watering and cleaning 200 animals per 
day would be possible without lights, 
heat and water.  It’s not a situation that 
we would have been ready for if an 
extended power outage occurs but when 
it occurs.

I would also like to highlight the efforts 
of so many volunteers over the years, 
who have used their talent to beautify the 
grounds of CCHS, the area surrounding 
the building looks better than ever.   The 
trees which were planted in 1998 are 
growing tall and the landscaping also 
has matured.

Currently the Board of Directors is 
developing a strategic plan that is 
prioritizing building maintenance projects 
now and in the future.  The projects that 
are currently being addressed are as 
follows:

     • Repair Building Exterior Surface   	
         (Drivet)
     • Parking Lot Paving Repairs and                  	
         Sealing 
     • Cat Colony Make-Over 
     • Kitchen (animal care prep area)                                     	
         Make-Over 
     • Painting of the Dog Kennels 
     • Replacement of Roof Top Air                                     	
         Handling Units 
     • Crematorium Up-Grade  
         (In response to greater public 	           	
         demand) 
     • Stray Holding Center Usage 	          	
         Study
     • Bark Park Enrichment Upgrade 
     • Replacing Stones with Cement 	          	
         Pad for Current Outside Dog 	          	
         Runs    

I am sure we will be faced with additional 
maintenance challenges but it should 
also be noted that each challenge brings 
with it an opportunity to make a once 
abandoned, abused or neglected animal 
a chance at a better life.  Thank you all 
for giving us the opportunity to be their 
voice.

The “Walk 4 Paws 2010” is right around the corner and it is time to gather your team of 5 mem-
bers or more. It’s easy to do! Just have each team member fill out a form, making sure to sign 
the Release of Liability. Sign up your team. Then ask neighbors, friends, family and co-work-
ers to sponsor them for the walk. Collect just $75 and you start earning prizes!! The more you collect the 

more prizes you earn. Then by October 30th turn in your sheet(s) and money to your team leader who will register your team at the event. 

This year we will be at the Turner Community Center at the Chautauqua Institution, right across the street 
from Andriaccio’s. Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. and the walk starts at 10:30 a.m. We will provide lunch for 
all walkers. New this year is a “Pet Costume Contest”. We will post pictures of all pets that come to the walk in 
costume and the winner will be chosen by votes of all the walkers. So get started! We will see you at the “Walk 4 
Paws 2010”. For more information or to sign up your team, contact Sue Bobek at sbobek@spcapets.com or (716) 665-2209. 

Saturday,  October 30

See page 5 for your registration form!
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Mission Statement
The Chautauqua County 
Humane Society provides 
compassionate care and 
promotes the respectful 
treatment of animals to 
create a humane community.

Guiding Values
We promote quality and 
enduring companionship 
between people and 
animals.

We provide a safe, 
comfortable haven for 
unwanted, abused and 
neglected animals.

We believe euthanizing 
healthy, adoptable animals is 
unacceptable.

We emphasize rehabilitation 
of animals and strive to 
provide lasting homes for all 
animals in our care.

We respect animal life, 
promote good health of 
animals and work to control 
overpopulation.

We believe education is 
essential to the humane 
treatment of animals.

We strive to prevent cruelty, 
neglect, carelessness 
and ignorance towards 
animals through advocacy, 
collaboration, education and 
example.

CCHS Helps Rescue Cruelty Case Cats
By Sue Bloom

In the height of summer CCHS is full with 
cats. In May, we had less than a dozen 
cats in our colony room and had empty 
cages all over.  Just like life itself, none of 
us know what tomorrow will bring. 

One morning we received a call about for 
help from another shelter. They had just 
taken in close to 400 cats from a cruelty 
case. The shelter with the cats could only 
house sixty cats and were soon going to 
lose the temporary building for housing for 
the four hundred cats. I’m not sure what 
CCHS would do if this had happened to 
us. I’m sure we would figure it out, yet we 
would be calling anyone that could help in 
such a crisis. 

We did what every any other shelter would 
do. We offered to take as many as we 
could, being at full capacity ourselves.  
We did some brainstorming as a team and 
decided to prepare for their arrival. We 
originally offered to take ten adults and 
ten kittens. We pulled out folding crates to 
house the rescued cats. We had no idea 
what condition they would be in. The lead 
agencies asked about our adoption criteria 
and divided the cats among accepting 
shelters. 

On July 2, 2010 the shelter’s supervisor 
and a willing volunteer made the journey 

to pick-up the twenty cats at St. Mary’s. 
When arriving at the off-site location the 
overworked staff greeted us. I have been 
with the CCHS for almost twenty years 
and the six year volunteer by my side has 
seen a lot, but nothing prepared us for the 
overwhelming sight once we walked into 
the temporary building. The smell of cats 
overcame us, not because they were dirty, 
but just the sheer number of them and to 
see the row after row of cages each hous-
ing one cat per cage and some stacked 
two to three high we could only imagine 
what the original place smelled and looked 
like where all the cats came from. 

One of the staff, Allison, showed us our 
group of cats. I could see would have 
some work to do, yet they fit the adoption 
criteria. Instead of twenty we ended up 
with ten adults and only one kitten. In a 
way I was relieved yet feeling sad for the 
rest. I asked if they had most of the others 
placed and I was assured other shelters 
were still coming, it’s so wonderful to have 
such a response in a crisis situation.  

Once back at CCHS our volunteers 
helped us unload the cats and set them 
up in their cages. The puppy room, which 
was converted for temporary housing, 

                                            Continued on page 5

Pictured are some of the over 400 cats that were part of a cruelty case in St. Mary’s.  CCHS 
helped the shelter out by taking twenty of the cats to the Strunk Road adoption facility to 
find them homes.  If you would like to adopt a cat, please call the shelter at 665-2209 or visit 
the animals at 2285 Strunk Road, Jamestown.
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Dixie Finds a Home Thanks to a Vet! 
By Sue Bloom

Chautauqua County Humane 
Society receives many stray 
dogs. While all of them are nice 
dogs every so often we receive 
a dog that just tugs at your 
heartstrings, such was the case 
with Dixie. 

She was a shy two-year-old 
shepherd hound mix.  After be-

ing evaluated she was placed up for adoption when soon after 
a volunteer came to me with concerns that Dixie seemed to 
be having a difficult time with her back legs. I spent some time 
with Dixie and when we went for a walk her hind feet at times 
would cross over and she would stumble and fall. 

The shelter has a limited budget for medical expenses, but I 
had our in-house veterinarian look at Dixie and from the look 
on his face I could tell that it was not good.  Without x-rays it is 
really difficult to tell exactly what the problem was but it could 
be anything from hip problems, to birth defects, or even nerve 
damage.  Since Dixie was a stray we didn’t have any history on 
her. 
Dixie was such a sweet dog and everyone loved her, staff 
came up to me and said they would donate to her cause but 
the outlook was bleak. X-rays alone could be several hundred 
dollars and then we would still have to see if we could we af-
ford to save Dixie.  Because of her unknown medical condition 
we decided it would be best to remove her from adoption. 

	  I made a call to a local veterinarian to see if he would 
look at Dixie and see what he recommended.  As we arrived at 
the office, doc was mowing the grass but he came right in to 
see this special girl.  After examining her, he agreed that x-rays 
were in order. He is aware of the shelter’s budget and was will-

ing to give us a break. He too could see she was a sweet dog 
who was doing everything possible to get his attention, winding 
herself around his feet.  

	 Dixie went for her x-rays the following day. The results 
were not too surprising since we had guessed hip problems. 
After the doc’s consultation we decided that, yes, Dixie does 
have some hip problems but not severe enough to do surgery 
now, but possibly in the future.  As I went to hang up with the 
doc he said he knows we have a lot of healthy dogs and it 
would be a difficult adoption to find a person who is willing to 
take on a special needs dog. The last words I heard was “Don’t 
do anything drastic, call me.”  

Some time had passed and it seemed that no one coming to 
the shelter was willing to give Dixie a chance. My assistant and 
I decided to write a card to the doc from Dixie telling him she 
was still here and wondered if he had thought about her. A few 
more days went by and I had to take my cat to the doc. While 
there I asked if he had received Dixie’s card. The vet on duty 
assured me he did receive it and there was some talk about 
Dixie.
 
	 One day while working at my desk the phone rang 
and when I answered it the voice said, “Is the puppy still there 
because I’d like to come down and adopt her.”  Once the adop-
tion was final we brought Dixie out and the entire staff and vol-
unteers on duty came out to say goodbye to her.  The shelter 
makes an announcement each time an animal gets adopted, 
but this adoption was extra special.  Sometimes things are 
just meant to be and I believe this was just one of them. After 
checking back with the veterinarian he had found her a home 
that was willing to deal with her medical problems in the future.  
Since then the doc has updated us that she is doing very well, 
thanks to the kind heart of a veterinarian who cares!

Canines, Cats and Cabernet
On Wednesday, July 14th CCHS held its 2nd annual “Canines, Cats and Cabernet” wine tasting and auction fundraiser. 
Thanks to the generosity of all our donors and the support of all the bidders we were able to raise $3624.98. We appreci-
ate all the support that the members of our community, both businesses and individuals, give us. Without you, we would 
not be able to continue our mission to help the unwanted, neglected and homeless pets in our care. THANK YOU!

CCHS Helps Rescue Cruelty Case Cats
By Sue Bloom
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HONORARIUMS/MEMORIALS
All honorariums/memorials listed were given between

April 1, 2010 - July 15, 2010.

Honorariums
Barb Waterman’s Birthday 
   Jeanne Morgenstern
Kirk Wyse Birthday 
   Joan Disbrow
“Baxter” 
   Thomas Giambra & Family
Brent Sheldon’s Birthday 
   Gene & Loretta Smith
Lenel Van Den Berg, Hennie & Hamie 
   Kirk Wyse
Dennis Button 
   Dorene Camarta, Ron Camarata and 
      Samonia Martin
Randy Martin & Dennis Button 
   Tracy Lang 
   Tanya & Mickenzie Wiles
Mr. Jack Samuelson for Father’s Day 
   Diane and Lawrence Verry
John LaBardo for his 60th Birthday 
   David and Susan Hedberg
Mary Blake 
   David, Sharoyn & Carolyn Ruby
Helen Bolton 
   Cynthia Hall

 

Memorials
John R. Moore Jr. 
   Hugh and Gladys Wood
   Sally Hutchison 
   Richard & Michele Sundeen 
   David & Nancy Anderson 
   Patricia Yost 
   John Sundeen 
   Samanthee Moore
Thelma Pike 
   Ellis & Sally Frantz & Family 
   James & Cherin Mehs 
   Jamestown Container Companies 
   Chautauqua Aux. #2145 Fraternal  
      Order of Eagles
   Virginia Park
James S. Pollaro 
   Stella Restivo 
   Frank Dominico 
   Jamestown Support Staff Association  
   Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnson 
   Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lamp 
   Skip and Valerie Furlow & Family
Clayton Thomas 
   David & Marlene Wilkinson 
   Marsha Scott 
   Thom & Ann Griehm 
   Virginia Boyce 
   Barbara & Richard Anderson 
   Mary Coenen

“Duncan” 
   The Seasons’ Greeters 
   Lyn Harris 
   Jim & Marcia Bliss
Alice Yahn 
   Lyn Harris 
   Walter & Hope Cline
“Jetta” 
   Jim & Paula Frank
Rosa “Vi” Messina 
   Joette Giambra
Carmella Seth 
   Gerry Ruby 
   Carmella’s Stepdaughters  
   David, Sharoyn & Carolyn Ruby
Gladys & Thomas Naughton 
   Margery Nordstrand
David C. Anderson 
   Margery Nordstrand
Grace Acquisto 
   Jamestown Dept. of Motor Vehicle 
Jean Jacobson 
   Bruce & Joan Fagerstrom 
   Tom & Sue Benson
Leonard Wallgren 
   Ruth Wilcox
Mrs. Dorothy Stringer 
   Lincoln Elementary School Staff  
   Chautauqua Co. Highway Employee Assn 
Astrid Nelson 
   Cheryl Davis 
   Brian Nelson & Carol Bryant  
   Robert Oddy & Marilyn Zagora 
   Donna Fitzgerald and Family 
   Wanda Wilcox
John Sandford 
   Kia of Jamestown & Auto Credit 
Tom Bartolo 
   Diane Prusik
William Miller 
   Mr. Allan Slovenkay & Dr. Stan Bogusz 
   Stella Restivo 
   Salamance Area Beverage Co  
   Dad’s Pet Foods  
   Melody Carnes
   Horst Ruhl 
   Tom & Donna Whittaker 
   Andy & Murray McComas 
   Barclay & Diane Wellman 
   Jack & Rosemary Angove 
   Dave, Nancy, Jamie and Jesse Ernewein 
   Edmond & Susan Shults and The Park 
Family 
   John and Lori Annj Dobmeier
“Scarlett” 
   Alice Bartlomiejczak
Patricia Meekins 
   Homer Meekins
Casey Moore 
   Carol & Frank Engblom
John Enright “Master Gardener” 
   Karen Thayer
Donna Swearingen 
   Ladies Wed. Golf Assoc 
Suzan McDowell 
   Pamela Souza 
   Joyce Kidd-Johnson 
   Tom and Candy Pike 

Suzan McDowell  (continued)
   Anthony Floccare 
   Rodney and Jean Lindquist 
   Judy Hartley 
   Donna Pihl 
   Sylvia Erwin & Family 
   Lillian Johnson 
   Marie Boyhan-Pedro & Nicholas Pedro 
   Dave & Pat Howard 
   Vivian Schauers
   William Webb
   Maureen Russell 
   Allison Rohon 
   Kathleen McMaster 
   Ronald and Joan Trafford
Jodie Shaw 
   William & Marjorie Covell
Rev. David C. & Audrey R. Stanley 
   Theodore Stanley
Dave Maisto 
   Frank & Elizabeth Traniello
“Cloe” Beloved Pet of Holly Schuyler 
   Bonnie Clark
Kyle 
   Dory Jamieson
Aunt Cecelia Welch 
   Gary and Pat Leonard
Laverne C. “Mert” Johnson 
   Vivian Fargo 
   Virginia Barnes
   Madge Johnson Farkas
Rosemary Sievert 
   Carol Sprague & Marcia Carr
William F. Duncanson 
   Ann Duncanson
Millie Martin 
   Barbara Johnson
Delbert F. Reeves, Jr. 
   The Families of Habiterra  
   Linnea Smith 
   Lawrence Sorensen 
   Michael Ryan 
   Marsha Scott 
   JMI - Jamestown Macadam, Inc. 
Larry Rhebergen 
   Suzanne Rhebergen
LaVerne Swanson 
   Lawrence Sorensen
Donald Johnson 
   Ron and Sue Blanchard 
   Richard and Beverly Keyes
Norman Bastedo 
   Minnette Elder 
   Edward and Beverly Bello
Ilse Whaley 
   Valerie Smith
Terry Sholin 
   The Residents at the Jamestown  
      High Rise Senior Housing 
   Beverly Sholin
Patricia Hildom 
   Richard and Diane Pollaro
Violet J. Ball 
   David and Marlene Wilkinson
Paul W. Heyl 
   Donald and Karen Bifaro
Lena Bifaro 
   Donald and Karen Bifaro 
   Lisa Chesnutt

4

Thank  
You!
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Make plans to attend, Saturday, October 30!

was a great idea until we 
can get them evaluated 
and place them up for 
adoption.  After lunch Pat 
and I started to evaluate 
the condition of the arriv-
ing cats. The front desk 
staff entered the cats into 
the system so we could 
get them identified and 
gave the cats names. 
We vaccinated those that 
needed it, medicated any 
for minor problems; given 
their circumstances they 
looked pretty good. Most 
of them were just recently 
spayed or neutered by 
the mobile vet clinic on 
site just a few days before 
pick-up. A couple of them 
ended up going to the 
vets just to make sure 
we were treating with the 

right medications. Jim, the 
volunteer cat bather, came 
in the following day to bath 
anyone needing a bath. 
All in all while these cats 
may have had some minor 
problems they were all just 
beautiful loving cats.  As of 
Saturday July 11, 2010 all 
but two will be available for 
adoption. The others are 
still on a medical hold. 
	
Our shelter may have 
been full at the time this 
urgent call came in, yet 
we are glad as a shelter 
that we were able to help. 
We know that in the future 
CCHS has made some 
alliances and one hand 
helps out another.

CCHS Helps Rescue Cruelty Case Cats
Continued from page 2

Pictured are some of the over 400 cats that were part of a cruelty case in 
St. Mary’s.  CCHS helped the shelter out by taking twenty of the cats to the 
Strunk Road adoption facility to find them homes.  If you would like to adopt a 
cat, please call the shelter at 665-2209 or visit the animals at 2285 Strunk 
Road, Jamestown.
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CCHS WISH LIST
The following is a list of items and supplies that 
CCHS needs to help make the animals lives more 
comfortable and assist the staff in performing 
everyday functions. Please contact the shelter 
at 716-665-2209 ext. 0 if you can provide any of 
these items, or just drop off at the shelter.

CLEANING SUPPLIES
	 Bleach	
	 Paper towels	
	 Window cleaner
	 Hand sanitizer
	 Latex gloves
	 Corn brooms
	 Med. Garbage bags
	 Washable mop heads
	 CLR cleaner	
	 Dishwasher detergent
	 Scrub sponges
	 Laundry soap (liquid)	
	 Dawn dish soap
	 Paper shreds (single, no staples no carbon, 	
			  no confetti)
	 Window squeegees	
	 Floor squeegees	
	 Dustpans
	 Vacuum cleaners

ANIMAL NEEDS				  
	 Hill’s Science Diet Food (dry & canned)
	 Hill’s Science Diet Dog Biscuits
	 Towels
	 Cat litter (clay, non-clumping)
	 Dog & cat shampoo
	 Coup cups w/ rings	
	 Chews (rawhides no color)
	 Dog toys	
	 Dog collars (choker and martingale)
	 Large wire collapsible cages		
	 Plastic bottle caps	
	 Kongs
	 Cat toys (without catnip)
	 Cloth leashes (6’ x ¾”)
	 Cat slicker brushes
	 Cat toys	
	 Gift cards from local area gas stations
			  (for gasoline to transport animals)
	 Vehicle maintenance gift cards
	 Cat tree for colony rooms

MISCELLANEOUS
	 Hospital gowns
	 Scissors
	 Pens        		
	 Colored copier paper
	 HP LaserJet Ink cartridges (1300n, 1100 &1200)
	 Mailing labels (1x 2 5/8”)
	 Copier paper
	 Photo paper
	 Staplers & staples
	 Tape dispensers & tape
	 Color laser printer
	 Thank you cards
	 Clothes pins
	 Birthday cards
	 Index cards
	 White cardstock paper
	 Shower curtain rings	
	 Lint rollers
	 Highlighters
	 Sharpie markers (med.)
	 Heat seal laminate				 
	 HP 56 & 57 inkjet cartridges	
					   
In an effort to provide the best care for our animals, 
the shelter has a contract with Hill’s Science Diet to 
provide all of the food for our animals, free of charge.  
However, we are required to pay 25 cents per pound 
for shipping.  Individuals can make a donation of ei-
ther Hill’s Science Diet food or a monetary donation 
to help cover the cost of shipping.
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Oh Where,Oh Where Did My Dog Go?
By Sue Bloom

The Chautauqua County 
Humane Society receives 
many stray animals and many 
of them are not claimed. The 
staff and volunteers just don’t 
understand why someone is 
not looking for their dog or cat.  
We wonder if people just don’t 
know how to go about looking 
for their animal or if they even 
think to call their local animal 
control or shelter.  It really is a 
simple process if one keeps a 
few things in mind.

The key to getting your pet 
back home is identification. 
Numerous incoming calls 
are fielded by CCHS staff 
from owners that don’t know 
the breed of their animals. 
They are not knowledgeable 
about the color pattern of their 
animal - what seems to be a 
multi-color cat to an owner is 
actually a calico or could be a 
tabby cat. While working with 
the public through the spay 
clinic, we work on identifying 
the correct color of their cats 
in case the owner ever looses 
them. 

Other ways owners can 
identify their pets is with a 
collar and tag such as rabies, 
license, and personal tags 
with the owner’s name and 
phone number. Sometimes a 
pet may slip or break a collar 
so a microchip could be very 
handy especially in the case 
of cats. Did you know less 
than 1% of the cats entering 
CCHS are ever redeemed? It’s 
pretty sad. Whether you travel 
or not, as long as the owner’s 
information is current with the 
microchip company your pet 
has a way to find you.  Many 
owners forget to change this 
information when they move or 
find a new home for their pet. 
Owners should have a cur-
rent picture of their pet just for 

this very reason to help them 
identify it and to also prove 
it’s their pet - after all a picture 
says a thousand words. Have 
a folder with all your pet’s 
vaccination information and 
pertinent certificates such as 
license and rabies - not tags. 
These are papers you will 
need to redeem your pet from 
a shelter or animal control 
facility if found. It also speeds 
up the process if everything is 
current.

If your pet becomes lost call 
several key places, one should 
be your animal control officer, 
so he could be on the look 
out for your pet or may have 
already received a call about a 
found pet. Also, animal control 
can let you know which shelter 
they contract with or if they 
hold the pets themselves. 
Not all towns contract with 
the CCHS. Some townships 
contract with veterinarian or 
other boarding facilities. Check 
for yourself at these places 
to make sure your pet is not 
there and check back daily 
after leaving a description.  
Follow up with a phone call 
or go down to each facility so 
you know they received all the 
important information. 

Owners don’t realize that out 
of their environment animals 
sometimes don’t respond 
to their names due to being 
frightened or surrounded by 
strangers. A real friendly pet 
at home can act aggressive 
or depressed when stressed. 
Check with other animal con-
trol officers from surrounding 
towns in case the pets crossed 
over town lines or county lines. 
If you don’t know who your 
animal control is call your local 
shelter that has a listing of 
officers or your town clerk who 
appoints them. Place an ad in 
local newspapers and on local 
radio stations.  Not everyone 
reads the paper. Call all the 

veterinarian offices and leave 
a description in case someone 
brings in an injured stray and 
don’t just check with yours. 
Place flyers out in the com-
munity and have neighbor-
hood kids help distribute them 
through your neighborhood. 

Once an animal has been 
impounded, any facility has to 
complete paperwork before 
releasing a pet or they could 
be fined by the Agriculture 
Markets that govern them. The 
animal control will have filled 
out papers once they bring 
them to the contracting facility. 
The owner must show proof of 
license and a rabies certificate 
in the case of a dog and a ra-
bies certificate with a cat. The 
owner will need to identify their 
pet and pick up any impound-
ment papers with the dog’s 
redemption. The impoundment 
papers will then need to be 
signed by the town clerk of the 
impounding town ship. This 
may not always be the town-
ship you live in. If your pet’s 
license is not current you will 
need to get a current license 
from your town clerk. There 
may be some fees involved 
and these very upon the town 
ship. Once the paperwork has 
been signed, the owner will 
need to return to the facility 
where the pet is and show 
them the papers. Make sure 
before you leave the clerks 
office that they did sign the 
paperwork or you will need to 
go back. If the town clerk has 
any questions have them call 
the facility where your pet is to 
clarify what they will need to 
release your pet. 

If your pet’s rabies vaccine is 
expired you will need to con-
tact a veterinarian to go to the 
facility to vaccinate your pet. 
Make sure the vet will know 
which facility the pet is at. 
CCHS has an adoption center 
and a stray animal holding 

facility where the pet can be. 
While the shelter has animal 
caregivers who provide care 
for your pet at the stray center, 
we do not have staff there to 
handle redemptions. Owners 
should call the adoption center 
at 716- 665-2209 ext 201 for 
any calls pertaining to lost 
pets. Most facilities like CCHS 
are only holding facilities and 
do not pick up the animals yet 
they still provide food, water, 
and shelter to your animal. 
CCHS does charge a board 
fee per day for the care of 
your animal, which are ten 
dollars, the first day and fifteen 
dollars for every day after. The 
towns only pay for the animals 
not claimed. Unfortunately, if 
your pet is impounded over 
the weekend or a holiday 
most government offices such 
as your town clerk may be 
closed. Again keep in mind, 
CCHS is only a holding facility 
for townships that contract 
with us and has no control 
over what towns choose to 
charge in this situation. Also, 
if your pet is an escape artist 
and gets picked up several 
times your town could charge 
you more the next time you 
spring your pooch from a 
shelter.

Most owners are pretty angry 
when their pet becomes 
impounded.  CCHS only holds 
for the towns it contracts with, 
we are not responsible for 
bringing your pets in. We only 
provide them a save place to 
be when you think about the 
alternative. Yes, the owner my 
have some extra expenses but 
isn’t your pet life worth it?
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Internship Program a Plus for Our Shelter
The Chautauqua County Humane 
Society prides ourselves in what we do 
and we are always willing to share our 
knowledge with others who are interested 
in our field.  

Two years ago I received a call from the 
high school about a young lady wanting 
to do an internship here at the shelter. 
While we had not participated in such 
a program we were willing to give it try. 
Leslie Ann Vazquez came to CCHS 
through YAP (Youth Apprenticeship Pro-
gram). Through the program Leslie would 
be at the shelter on Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings for a few hours. On Tues-
day she would assist the animal caregiv-
ers with the daily cleaning. This could be 
anything from cleaning a cage to feeding 
the animals, bathing an animal, walking 
some pets, and anything pertaining to 
the care of the animal.  At first she was 
quiet and shy but once she got to know 
everyone she started to become more 
comfortable with the staff. 

On Thursdays Leslie had the opportunity 
to work in surgery along side our vet-
erinarians and technicians. At first she 
would observe what was going on during 
the surgery process and by the end of 
her two-year program she was assisting 
with vaccinations, microchips and the 
restraining processes. 

It was really nice to have the extra hands 
in both areas for the last two years. 
We could really see the difference in her 

confidence and her maturity towards the 
end of the program. She really seemed 
to enjoy her internship with CCHS and 
we could tell that she really wanted to be 
here. Leslie plans on attending JCC for 
the next two years and then transferring 
to finish a degree in veterinarian medi-
cine. Everyone at CCHS is very happy 
we could help her in deciding her carrier 
choice and wish her much success in her 
future. 

Another intern, Krista Thorsell, spent 
three hundred hours during a ten-week 
semester for college credit at CCHS.  
Through this program she had an op-
portunity to experience every part of the 
shelter from the cleaning aspect to the 
fundraising. Each week she was able to 
work with a different department to get 
a better understanding about the shelter 
and how it operates. Sometimes interns 
not only learn through this process but 
the shelter stands to gain a lot too. Dur-
ing her internship, Krista developed an 
enrichment program for the dogs. She 
researched and designed a multi-tactile 
“Bark Park” that will be a more interactive 
environment for the dogs that come to 
the shelter. 

Since graduating from the Atlantic in 
Bar Harbor, Maine she has come back 
to the area to see her plans for the Bark 
Park through. During her internship it 
was great to have Krista around and 
she would help out where ever she was 
needed and even filled in when we were 

short handed. The knowledge and ideas 
she brought with her about animal behav-
ior was a plus. Some of the dogs at the 
shelter at the time of her internship defi-
nitely benefited from her training. Also, 
another dog was able to be rescued due 
to her efforts. She learned a great deal 
about animal cruelty investigation during 
forty hours of ride along experience with 
investigator Ted Blanchard.

In addition to these programs, CCHS 
also participates in internships through 
BOCES, Southwestern High School, 
DSS program, job shadow programs, and 
even some court related community ser-
vice. CCHS looks forward to participating 
in these types of programs in the future.

Sue Bloom with intern Leslie Ann Vazquez

Bark N Brew Raises $3,622
The Chautauqua County Humane Society’s Bark N’ Brew fundraiser 
raised $3,622 to help care for the pets in the care of the humane soci-
ety waiting for their second chance for a loving home.  The event was 
hosted by Southern Tier Brewing Company and sponsors were Farm 
Fresh Foods, Truck-Lite and Rehabilitation Specialists and Children’s 
Educational Services. 

Attendees of the event were treated to 5 different Southern Tier brews, 
a cookout of food from Farm Fresh, a free t-shirt and the good com-
pany of many animal lovers.  “Everyone seemed to be having a good 
time, laughing and talking with old friends and making new ones” said 
Sue Bobek, Community Relations Coordinator of the Humane Soci-
ety.  “The Empty Pint Pub is a beautiful room with a warm atmosphere 

and the covered patio is great. The weather was terrific so people could be inside or out and mingle.  Sarah and Phin DeMink are 
wonderful hosts and were on hand to make sure all had an enjoyable time”. 

To view pictures of the event, visit the Chautauqua County Humane Society’s Official facebook page.


